BRIAN WATKIN, Documents on health and social services, 1834 to the present day, London, Methuen, 1975, 8vo, pp. xi, 468, £10.00 (£5.50 paperback). From a period of 140 years, the compiler has selected some eighty Royal Commission, committee and working party reports and Acts of Parliament, mostly dealing with England and Wales, and he presents here representative extracts from many of them, with a brief essay introduction to each; in some instances there are no extracts, only the essay. The book is divided into ten parts: the new Poor Law; public health and community health services; social security; provision and organization of health services; internal administration of hospitals under the National Health Service; the medical and dental professions; the nursing and midwifery professions; the paramedical professions; mental disorder; social work and family welfare. There is also a brief bibliography and index.
As Mr. Watkin points out, his book brings together a wide range of source material, some of which is not readily accessible outside the major centres. Moreover, the student would have neither the time nor inclination to wade through all the documents represented here, and the services of a guide are essential. Nevertheless, one of the purposes of the book is to stimulate the student to look at some of the original reports or Acts.
The anthology will prove an excellent aid not only to students of social administration and to the trainee and practising administrators in the health and social services, but also to those worldng in the social aspects of medical history. It is, however, a pity that even the paperback edition of a student's source-book should be so expensive.
Similar collections dealing with some of the ten parts in more detail, or with medical education, pharmacy, drug reform, medical institutions, and so forth, could be prepared.
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